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movement. These advisers from the British unions,
well experienced in protecting the interests of British
monopolists, exerted every effort to split the trade union
movement and to organise government trade unions in
Malaya. However, the wide masses of the workers
remained devoted to the PMFTU and strengthened their
solidarity in the struggle against the intrigues of the
imperialists and their agents in Malaya.

The British colonial authorities, infuriated with the
failure of their plans, started an all-out fierce offensive
against the working class and its trade unions and against
all the progressive organisations fighting for the libera-
tion of Malaya from colonial oppression. In this way,
they thought, they would put an end to them. On June
7, 1948? the PMFTU was declared illegal. Later on the
Communist Party of Malaya and a number of progres-
sive organisations were also declared illegal. On June
20, the Emergency Acts came into force, and 1,000 of the
best representatives of the Malayan working people were
arrested and imprisoned under these Acts. Among
them were 185 trade union officials. Terror and reaction
began to rage in the country.

Since June 1948, hundreds of thousands of devoted
sons of the Malayan people fell victims to the bloody
terror and 10,000 more were deported. The PMFTU
and all its affiliated organisations were forced to go
underground. One of the earliest victims of the emer-
gency regulations was Liew Yau, the former commander
of the PMFTU, the able and brilliant leader of the
national liberation movement. In 1945, he was decorated
by Mountbatten, and he was congratulated by the King
at the victory parade in London in 1946, as a hero of the
war of resistance. In 1948, he was shot in cold blood at
a conference. Then Ganapathy, president of the PMF
TU, and his successor, Veerasenan, were also murdered.
Hundreds of atrocities followed as reprisals against' the
struggle for national liberation.

Under the new emergency regulations of January
1949, the British imperialists have the power to banish
the entire permanent Malayan inhabitants from a village
or district. Thousands of men, women and children have